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LAW OF THE SEA AND THE AEGEAN DISPUTE 
ANNCR: NEWS ANALYST FRED GAVLAN EXAMINES THE GREEK-TURKISH 
DISPUTE ON OIL AND MINERAL RESOURCES IN THE AEGEAN SEA AND 


ITS RELATIONSHIP TO A NEW LAW OF THE SEA. 


VOICE: NE YORK IS CURRENTLY T:!—£ SCENE FOR THO INTERNATIONAL 
MEETINGS, BOTH OF WHICH ARE ATTEMPTING TO AVERT THREATS TO WORLD 
PEACE. ONE IS THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL'S 
EXPLORATION OF WAYS TO SETTLE THE GREEK-TURKISH QUARREL OVER 
THE AEGEAN SEA'S OIL AND HINERAL RESOURCES. THE OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL MEETING IS A ii1UCH BROADER ONE~-THE CONFERENCE ON 
A COMPREHENSIVE LAW OF THE SEA. HORE THAN ONE HUNDRED 
FIFTY NATIONS ARE MEETING FOR THE SECOND WEEK-~INCLUDING GREECE 
AND TURKEY. 
THE COUNCIL'S DELIBERATIONS ON THE AEGEAN OISPUTE ARE 
DESIGNED TO PRODUCE IMMEDIATE RESULTS IN AVERTING A POTENTIAL 
THREAT OF ARMED CONFLICT BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY. AT ISSUE 
1S ANKARA'S RECENT DECISION TO SEND A RESEARCH SHIP INTO THE 
AEGEAN TO EXPLORE ITS DEPTHS FOR OIL DEPOSITS. GREECE SAYS THE 
SHIP IS TREPASSING ON WATERS IT CONSIDERS ITS OWN. TURKEY CLAIMS 
THE VESSEL IS OPERATING IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS, BOTH ANKARA 
AND ATHENS HAVE PLACED THEIR ARMED FORCES ON ALERT AND SENT THEIR 
FOREIGN itINISTERS TO THE UNITED NATIONS DEBATE TO ARGUE THEIR CASES 
IN THE FACE OF THIS SITUATION, CONCERN IS GROWING IN 
THE CAPITALS OF THE NATC ALLIES OF GREECE AND TURKEY-~INCLUDING 
THIS CAPITAL. SECRETARY KISSINGER, IN HIS STOP-OVER IN THE HAGUE 
ON HIS WAY TO WASHINGTON WEDNESDAY SAID THE UNITED STATES AND ITS 
EUROPEAN ALLIES ARE DOING ALL THEY CAN TO URGE RESTRAINT ON 


ANKARA AND ATHENS. 
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THAT CONCERN IT IS LOGICAL TO ASSUME, IS REFLECTED ALSO AT 
THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE. THE AEGEAN DISPUTE HAS IMPARTED 
A SENSE OF URGENCY TO THE COMPLEX NEGOTIATIONS ON A COMPREHENSIVE 
LAW OF THE SEA, INDEED, THE AEGEAN QUARREL IS A CLASSIC CASE 
OF THE NEED FOR CLEAR DEFINITIONS OF SUCH ISSUES AS TERRITORIAL 
SEAS, THE AUTHORITY OF COASTAL STATES OVER THE RESOURCES OF THE 
SEA-BED, AND PARTICULARLY CREATION OF A MANDATORY SYSTEM FOR 
SETTLING DISPUTES, 

SECRETARY KISSINGER LAST WEEK EiMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 1 A LETTER HE ADDRESSEO TO THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING, HAMILTON SHIRLEY AMERASINGHE OF SRI 
LANKA, HE CALLED THE HEETING "ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT DIPLOMATIC 
NEGOTIATIONS IN HISTORY, "AND HE SAID IT IS "VITAL FOR THE LONG- 
TERM STABILITY AND PROSPERITY OF OUR PLANET. UNLESS THE COM- 
PETITIVE PRACTICES AND CLAIMS OF NATIONS CAN RE HARMONIZED," 

HE SAID, "THE WORLD COULD WELL FACE THE PROSPECT OF MOUNTING 
CONTENTION OR EVEN CONFLICT." SECRETARY KISSINGER ADDED: "WE 
HAVE NOW COME TO A POINT WHERE RAPID, RESPONSIBLE AND COOP- 

ERATIVE PROGRESS IS INDISPENSABLE." 

THE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE GREEK-TURKISH DISPUTE OVER THE 
AEGEAN SEA'S MINERAL AND OIL RESOURCES LEND DRAMATIC EMPHASIS 
TO DOCTOR KISSINGER'S WORDS. 

AND THAT, IN SUM, IS WHY BOTH MEETINGS--THE SECURITY COUNCIL'S 
DEBATE AND THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE--WHILE APPARENTLY 
UNRELATED, ACTUALLY ARE LINKED IN THEIR PURSUIT OF AN 
IDENTICAL AIM--THE AVOIDANCE OF CONFLICTS BETWEEN NATIONS. 
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